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“Faith Matters: Warning—God is Here!” 

My dear friends, 

Our Transition Team will soon be tapping you on the shoulder for more input as they continue to 
make their way through the CAT report. (The Congregational Assessment Tool survey was taken by 
the congregation last summer, with a report shared by Holy Cow Consultant Michelle Snyder last fall.) 

They may ask you to consider what drew you to this church, what inspires you to remain, and what 
you might do to inspire yourself and others as part of our shared ministry. We expect a wide variety of 
responses, all of which will be equally valid and equally noted because we trust that they will speak to 
who we are as a congregation and whose we are as beloved children of our great and gracious God.  

It’s likely some of us are here because the church offers us a place and a space to commune with God. 
Or because it’s what we do—it’s been our church for years and will stay our church for years to come. 
Some may come because it offers a sense of community in a divided world, or because it’s a place of 
intersection between persons of similar faith orientations and disciplines. Some may come because 
the church’s connectional nature allows us to be missional in a way we could never be on our own, or 
because our involvement in the Body lends itself to a vital hearing of God’s intentions for our lives.  

The reasons we belong are many and varied, and the Team looks forward to talking with you as it 
reflects on our core identity as a congregation.  

But, of course, all responses will be studied against a backdrop of Reformed theology. For instance, 
the Westminster Catechism asks: “What is the chief end of man [humans]?” The answer? “To glorify 
God and enjoy him forever.” To enjoy God, in this sense, is not to experience a momentary blip of 
happiness, such as on date night or at a family reunion, but to be in a place of deep communion with 
God.  

This enjoyment begins for us in worship. The middle section of our Book of Order contains a 
Directory for Worship which underscores our focus on glorifying God. The first paragraph reads: 

“Christian worship joyfully ascribes all praise and honor, glory and power to the triune 
God. In worship, the people of God acknowledge God present in the world and in their lives. 
As they respond to God’s claim and redemptive action in Jesus Christ, believers are 
transformed and renewed. In worship, the faithful offer themselves to God and are equipped 
for God’s service in the world.” 

Marvelous in imagery, these words describe the “worshipful work” of a Christian community 
dedicated to loving and serving a powerful, awe-inspiring, joy-provoking God who is deserving of our 
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praise and adoration. Don Hustad, writer and worship leader, suggests, somewhat whimsically, that a 
banner should be displayed over the entrance to any place of Christian worship saying, “Warning: 
God Is Here!”  

God acts. In the world. In the church. In our lives. And God moves us, compels us, to act on Christ’s 
behalf, with an urging that begins in worship as we gather to celebrate the One who has shaped the 
lives of believers for thousands of years, providing guidance and direction yesterday, today, and 
tomorrow.  

It is this God whom we worship and serve. It is this God whom we trust as being actively present in 
and through the Living Word, guiding us in a ministry of Christian discipleship that responds to the 
needs of the world around us. And it is this God whom we covenant to follow as we move from the 
safety of sacred space to the risky streets, schools, offices, and neighborhoods where life gets very real, 
very fast.  

We live in a time where division is rampant on so many levels. If left unattended, these divisions will 
likely grow deeper and wider. But the cause for Christ is never one of fostering division. Even if we do 
not line up on every point of scriptural interpretation or church order, our calling is to work for the 
peace, unity, and purity of the church.* A divided culture needs a united church.  

Christian Bloggist Carey Nieuwhof writes:  

“Unity spreads. So does division. Build unity. After all, there is so much that divides us right  
now….But…and don’t miss this…there are far more things that unite us.” 

I believe that to be true. There are far more things that unite us than divide us. And, as a people of 
faith, formed and transformed by God, we trust that we are loved without exception, equipped as both 
inspired and inspiring servants of the Lord, and sent forth to be the joyful body of Christ at work in 
the world meeting urgent needs with heartfelt compassion and doing “worshipful work” for the good 
of all humankind.  

So, when you are asked, “Why are you here?,” I encourage you to share your story. Let the Spirit soar 
within you. Be an inspired voice. And pray that we will find, with time and God’s help, that the 
strength of our united voices speaks what the community so longs to hear: God is here! Come, share 
our joy!

With the peace of Christ, 

Pastor Rhonda Myers 

*All officers in the PC(USA) promise to further the peace, unity, and purity of the church. This vow 
springs from the Apostle Paul’s work in uniting a divided church. An article on PCUSA Noodle states: 

The beautiful Chapter 13 in First Corinthians that is often read at weddings is really a rose 
among the thorns of a conflicted church. You can almost feel Paul’s weariness as he closes out 
this search for peace that spans two letters of the New Testament: “Finally, brothers and 
sisters, farewell. Put things in order, listen to my appeal, agree with one another, live in peace; 
and the God of love and peace will be with you. Greet one another with a holy kiss. All the 
saints greet you. (2 Corinthians 13:11-12, NRSV)” These serve as examples that the quest for 
peace, unity, and purity of the church is as old as the church itself. 



FYI… 

“Being Presbyterian 101” Workshop—June 6th, 13th, and 20th

If you are interested in learning more about the Presbyterian Church, please join the Pastor at 7pm in 
Fellowship Hall on 3 Mondays in June for a look at the basics of our Beliefs and Doctrines, our 
History and Polity, and the meaning of Membership. The June 20th session will be specifically geared 
for those seeking membership in the church, but all 3 sessions will be helpful to anyone looking to 
know more about the church. If possible, let Pastor Rhonda know to expect you so she can have 
sufficient materials on hand. And if you are looking to become a member, let her know so she can 
connect with you beforehand: revrhon@aol.com

Communion Sunday—June 5th

It’s always a good day when we gather at table with our neighbors to celebrate the sacrament of Holy 
Communion. There is room for everyone at the table of grace. Join us on June 5th.  

Fellowship Hour has returned. Please be in touch with Brad McLeland at bradwm@frontiernet.net
if you would like to help by hosting on an upcoming Sunday. Many hands make for light work! 

The Transition Team has been meeting with our Presbytery-sponsored Coach twice a month. One 
of its key tasks is to delve more deeply into the CAT report to gain insight regarding church identity 
and culture. If we are to successfully move into a new day in ministry, we must better understand who 
we are, how we function, and what it means for us to be ministry partners—with one another, with a 
new Pastor, and with the Larger Church and Community. We are thankful for those who’ve 
participated in our “Coffee Hour Table Conversations” and ask that you continue to do so. We need to 
hear your “voice” if our work is to be thorough and compelling. Please keep the Team in your prayers! 

Volunteers Needed
Every volunteer organization relies on the commitments of its members to fulfill its mission. We have 
a few volunteer needs at this time. Please prayerfully search your hearts to see if you might be able to 
help fill these roles: 

 Livestream media assistant. We need an individual to help our Livestream media team 
film and air our worship services. We currently have 3 adults and 1 youth making up the 
Livestream Team but we need to expand the Team so that they are not always “on call.” If you 
would help us in this way, please contact the church office and we will direct you to the 
Outreach Chairperson.

 Weekly Tower Tie publisher. We need an individual familiar with (or willing to learn) the 
Mailchimp software to take on responsibility for publishing our weekly Tower Tie. This weekly 
e-newsletter is a great way to keep the congregation updated on events happening in the life of 
the church, but the news isn’t news if it isn’t distributed. If interested, please contact the 
church office and we will direct you to the Outreach Chairperson.

Electronic Giving Cards 
There are giving cards for use during the offertory for those who give electronically each 
week/month/year. Your gifts are meaningful and necessary, and you should be able to participate in 
our weekly presentation of our offerings to the Lord. 

Livestreaming Worship 
If you are unable to join us in person for worship, watch on our YouTube channel. If you need help 
finding the Livestream, use the link in our Weekly Tower Tie. 
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Congregational Meeting

 A special Congregational Meeting has been called for Sunday, June 5, 2022, at the close of worship, 
for the purpose of receiving the report of the 2022 Nominating Committee and electing Ruling Elders 
and Deacons to serve the church and electing the at-large members of the 2023 Nominating 
Committee. Here is the proposed slate: 

Session  Deacons  Nominating Committee  
Class of 2025  Class of 2025  2023
Diane Church Cecile Ayres  Margaret Dickover 
Mark Glasse  Michael Csernai  Brian Meek 
Jody Kopec  Carol Gabella  Barbara Van Pentz 
Scott Roper  Jennifer Serkes Deborah Hourahan 

Ordination & Installation of Officers

 The next class of Ruling Elders and Deacons will be Ordained and/or Installed during our Sunday 
morning worship on June 12, 2022. We hope you can join us for that celebration! 

COVID19 Protocols 

While Orange County is facing a spike in COVID19 cases, the medical community believes that the 
virus has now reached a chronic phase rather than an urgent phase, which means it is likely to remain 
with us in the same way as the flu. Therefore, we are freeing up seating in the sanctuary; please sit 
where you would like, although distancing is always a good idea. And wear a mask if you believe it to 
be best for your health. The church, however, will not be enforcing the COVID19 Protocols any longer. 
Thank you for your support of the Session’s leadership in matters of church life. 

Can you keep a secret? I didn't think so. That's ok, neither can I, which is why I'm letting the cat out of 
the bag. You're going to want to set aside June 19th aka THE DEACON'S PICNIC/CHILDREN'S 
DAY because not only will there be FREE food and beverages on the lawn after church but ice cream 
sundaes provided by none other than TRAILSIDE TREATS. You heard me right, TRAILSIDE 
TREATS IS BRINGING THE DESSERT!!!! So set aside Sunday June 19th as a day you MUST come to 
church no matter how late you stayed up Saturday night. BTW if you wish you may bring a picnic type 
of dish to add to the festivity. 



Many of you may know Carly from working with us on Midnight Run and mission projects/trips. 
Mark and Paty have lots to be proud of!

County Executive Neuhaus presents Carly Glassé with  
May’s Citizen of the Month Award 

Orange County Executive Steven M. Neuhaus has named SUNY Orange student Carly Glassé as May’s Citizen 
of the Month Award recipient. 

Glassé, of Goshen, was recognized for her many contributions at SUNY Orange and her dedication to the 
community. She was also honored at the County’s Legislative session on Thursday, May 5th. 

“Carly has had a positive impact on the college and our communities in multiple ways,” Neuhaus said. “She 
serves as a role model to her peers, proving that going back to college at age 30 is challenging and difficult but 
possible. I know that Carly has a very bright future and are all proud of her commitment to making Orange 
County an even better place.” 

Over the past month, Glassé has received the SUNY Chancellor’s Award for Student Excellence and was 
selected as one of only 20 community college students nationally to be named to the All-USA Today Academic 
Team, becoming the first SUNY Orange student ever to receive that honor. She was also named by Phi Theta 
Kappa (PTK) to its All-New York State Academic First Team and she is a semifinalist for the prestigious Jack 
Kent Cooke Foundation Transfer Student Scholarship. 

Glassé, a regular member of the Dean’s List at SUNY Orange with a 3.9 grade point average, will graduate this 
August with her degree in Business Administration. She intends to attend Pace University to pursue a 
bachelor’s degree in business. At SUNY Orange, she serves as the student representative to the SUNY Orange 
Foundation Board of Directors and is a member of the Foundation Board’s Alumni Committee. She is also vice 
president of both the College’s chapter of PTK as well as the Business Club.  

Glassé did not attend SUNY Orange until she was 30 years old, more than a decade after attending college at 
the Art Institute in Philadelphia. She decided to return to school during the COVID-19 pandemic. Glassé, a 
2007 Warwick High graduate, worked as a Special Events Manager at Limoncello in Goshen and saw that the 
restaurant industry was struggling. 

In addition to her studies, Glassé now works part-time at Safe Harbors of the Hudson. She has many other 
noteworthy accomplishments outside of the classroom. 

In 2019, Glassé was presented with the Rising Star Award from the Orange County Junior League. The award 
recognizes men and women, between the ages of 21 and 41, who demonstrate outstanding leadership skills in 
their community, from the public, private, non-profit and/or volunteer sectors. A year later, in 2020, she 
received the Orange County Mental Health Association’s Volunteer Service Award.  

She was a mentor with the Big Brothers/Big Sisters program from 2014-2021, and also served as the president 
of Illuminate Goshen (a nonprofit based in Goshen N.Y.), a position in which she spearheaded and participated 
in many art-based community projects.  

Glassé, who attended Warwick Valley High School, has volunteered for or led a variety of international 
humanitarian aid efforts, including Nicaragua Humanitarian Mission Trip - Bridges to Community in both 2015 
and 2017; Mexico Humanitarian Mission Trip - Homes for Hope in 2017, and Dominican Republic 
Humanitarian Mission Trip - Bridges to Community in 2019. From 2017 through 2018 she was a project 
manager for a mission trip to Trebisht, Albania, to rebuild a fire-ravaged school.  She enlisted a dozen 



unaffiliated participants, most of whom had never taken part in a hands-on mission trip and raised more than 
$80,000 for materials and travel expenses.   

Glasse’s dream is to run a non-profit organization that deals directly with making sure people have access to 
basic needs.  

“This is yet another well-deserved honor in a long list of accolades that have come Carly’s way in recent weeks, 
and I appreciate County Executive Neuhaus’ recognition of Carly’s contributions,” said Dr. Kristine Young, 
SUNY Orange’s President. “Carly is determined, motivated, and focused in everything she does, from 
academics to on-campus involvement to community service. Her compassion for others is remarkable and her 
energetic spirit is contagious. She has such a bright future ahead and has absolutely left a lasting mark on all of 
us who have met her at SUNY Orange.” 

Neuhaus introduced his Citizen of the Month Award, which acknowledges outstanding Orange County 
residents, in January of 2017. To nominate someone for the Citizen of the Month Award, please email 
ceoffice@orangecountygov.com or mail a letter to “Citizen of the Month” at 255-275 Main Street Goshen, N.Y. 
10924. Be sure to include the nominee’s name, hometown, a list of their accomplishments, why you are 
nominating them and any other pertinent information. 

******************************************************************************** 

In Concert! The Youth Choir of the Burke Presbyterian Church in Burke, 
VA is touring this summer and one of their stops will be here at the First 

Presbyterian Church in Goshen. The current Youth Choir is the dream child of Music Director 
Julianne Erbrecht who joined the staff at Burke Presbyterian 19 years ago. This is their 15th tour and 
their 1st tour since COVID-19 put their outreach program on hold. The traveling choir this summer 
will be made up of 21 middle and high school students who hail from 10 different schools, all within a 
15-minute drive or so from their church in a Washington DC suburb. While they lead music in 
worship at least twice a month at their church, this tour is their annual opportunity to bring a rich 
blend of Traditional, Gospel, and World music to churches up and down the East coast and the 
Midwest. In between concert dates, the Youth Choir will also offer up their talents in service and 
mission projects with groups like the Mahwah (NJ) Environmental Volunteers Organization. Please 
put June 14th @ 7pm on your calendar and join us for a marvelous concert in the Church Park. 
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TIDBITS FROM THE TOWER  

HAPPY JUNE BIRTHDAYS TO:

1 Benjamin Walsh  13 Maggie Calzaretta  
3 Kate Laskoski Brad McLeland 
4 Dave Paffenroth  Charles Quick 
5 Allison Csernai  14 Rob Warner 
6 Gary Laskoski 15 Joy Phelan 

Gabriel Van Grol  16 Noah Dinsmore  
8 Emma Begnoche  17 Sophie Fontana 
9 Jane Geyer  20 Carly Glassé  

Charlie Phelan 21 Carol Phelan  
10 Robert Boardman  Carter Person 

Ginny Gallet  22 Anne Wood 
Deb Hourahan Orra Wood  
June Kreutz  24 Pastor Rhonda Myers  

11 Lauren Panebianco 28 Sue Varden
30 Cecile Ayres  

HAPPY JUNE ANNIVERSARIES TO:

21 Ken and Carol Phelan 
30 George and Barbara Hankins 

If you are also celebrating a special day, we wish you much happiness.
If you would like your birthday and/or anniversary included, please give your 

dates to Pat in the church office. 

JOY! 

George and Barbara Hankins announce the arrival of their third great grandson. Lincoln Ketcham 
arrived on May 3rd. He is the son of Amber and Drew Ketcham and the grandson of Meredith 
(Hankins) and Jeff Ketcham. 



Prayer Chain 
It is vital for any congregation to be in prayer for the church and for individuals affiliated with the 
church who have a need for God’s intervention in some way. This is why churches such as ours have 
prayer chains. But the prayer requests must stay current if individuals are to be asked to pray for 
everyone on the list. So, as of March 1st, we will be changing the way we update the prayer chain. Once 
a request has been made for a member of the church, a friend, a neighbor, a family member, etc. to be 
met with prayer, that name will remain on the prayer chain list for 2 months. If you want continued 
prayers for another 2 months, please contact the church office to make that request. Use the church 
email address fpgoshen@gmail.com or phone the office with your request at 845-294-7991. 

PRAYER CHAIN 

The following members or friends are going through a time in which they have asked 
for prayer by the church. Please keep the following people in your prayers:

The Family of Steve Coon 
Randy Faurot 

The Family of Jason Gardellis 
Mary Gray Griffith 

The Family of Carolyn Hall (Jonathan’s mother) 
Dave Paffenroth 

The Family of Roger Tuthill 

News From Christian Ed… 

Friday Night Friends 

Friday Night Friends will meet on June 10th. The Theme is Summer Fun – Pay it Forward 
Registration is at 5:30 p.m. and the fun begins from 6:00-8:00 p.m. 
There will be dinner, crafts, stories, and games. 

NOTE: Friday Night Friends will not meet in July. We will be hosting a 3 day EVENING mini VBS 
instead. The mini VBS will be on July 19, 20, 21 (Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday). 
Registration will be at 4:30 p.m. and the fun begins from 5:00-8:00 p.m. 

Balance of the summer: August NO Friday Night Friends (summer vacation). In September we 
will start up again. 

Sunday School 

Come join us on Father’s Day, June 19, for the End of the Year Program, followed by the Deacons 
picnic. 
Our children will share with the congregation their experiences and what they have learned this past 
year. 
It is always fun to watch the children Shine their Light! 
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          Maney-Hawkins Meditation Garden

JUNE UPDATE 

Always meaningful to spend a few precious minutes 
in the Meditation Garden with our God. 

Memorial Pavers
To order a memorial paver to honor or remember your loved ones, please see Pat in the church office. The 
cost of each paver is only $100.  We will place an order when we have 10 requests (as of now we have FIVE 
orders). See Pat in the office to order yours.

___________________________________________________________________________ 

Only ONE Niche Remains Available for Purchase in the Memorial Columbarium

Each niche allows for double or single interment with three purchase options: 
Payment in Full = $2,800 

12-Month Payment Option = $250 / month for 12 months ($3,000) 
18-Month Payment Option = $180 / month for 18 months ($3,240) 

We will need to consider constructing a 2nd and 3rd columbarium wall soon.
The estimated cost for these two new walls is $40,000+.

______________________________________________________________________________ 

“Stewards of Our Garden” 

Special thanks to our dedicated Stewards for keeping the garden neat! 

The JUNE/early JULY Steward’s Schedule:

Nancy Buckley  June 1 – June 15 
Barbara and George Hankins  June 16 – June 30 
Bill Eustance  July 1 – July 15  

CALLING ANY & ALL VOLUNTEERS! 

“Helping Hands” are especially needed for our spring clean-up. If you can help maintain our garden, just see 
Pat in the church office to sign-up and be added to our Steward’s schedule. 

Call the church office (845-294-7991) or Wayne George (914-213-4093) 
for any information you may need about The Maney-Hawkins Meditation Garden. 



OUR MISSION STATEMENT 

Confessing Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior, guided and empowered by 
the Holy Spirit, we shall seek to use our gifts through worship, ministry,  
and mission, to gather the Church in from the world, to continue to nurture  
one another, to serve a world still broken, and to exemplify through common 
values and purposes Christian discipleship to the greater glory of God. 

BOARD OF ELDERS

Class of 2022 Class of 2023 Class of 2024
Linda Boardman  Nancy Buckley Marlene Gaynor 
Geri Corey  Jennifer Ellis  Rick Heal 
William Eustance  BA Long Bill Powers 
Deb Hourahan Kevan Ottochian  Mal Stewart 
Brad McLeland Sue Varden  Anne Wood 
Brian Meek  
Rob Person 

Clerk of Session:  Sue Varden 

BOARD OF DEACONS

Class of 2022 Class of 2023 Class of 2024
Liese Boese  Diana Bowe  Allison Csernai 
Margaret Dickover  Gina Gruber  Brendan Donohue 
Jon Hourahan Carolyn Keller Pat Ellis 
Jody Kopec  Mary Kopec  Sheila Heal 
Logan Quick  Jonathan Laskoski  Bill Keller 
Felicia Van Doran  Cheryl Zis  Barbara Schust 
Mitch Weintraub  George Schust

Moderator of Deacons:         Carolyn Keller  

      STAFF

Jonathan B. Hall, Minister of Music 
Patricia Schwetje, Office Administrator 
Deborah Hourahan, Church Treasurer 
William Kozireski, Church Sexton 
Mitch Weintraub, Church Sexton 



THE KID'S PAGE 

Make a Snack: 

(droicse Oisies 

You will need: 
1 tube of 
refrigerated biscuits 
5 teaspoons of jam or jelly 
kitchen scissors 
measuring spoon 
(1/2 teaspoon) 
baking sheet 

How to make: 
Make 5 cuts on the edge of 
each biscuit. 
(Don't cut all 
the way to 
the center.) 

sit Press the center with your 
fingers or thumb to make 
a dent. 
Fill the center 
with jam 
or jelly (1/2 teaspoon). 
Bake at 450° for 810 
minutes or until golden. 
Share them with a friend 
while they're still warm! 

Just for 

• 

Joyful Psalms 

t8„. Psalms 146, 147, 148, 149 and 150 are joyful songs! 
They all begin and end with the same sentence. 

Write the words below in alphabetical order inside the squares. 
Read down the second column to see the sentence from Psalms. 

FEAST 
KHAKI 
MOUTH 
ESSAY 
LLAMA 
ORBIT 
CARRY 
UDDER 
BRUSH 
ITEMS 
APPLE 
LEARN 
CIDER 

Answel':  

ipzog alp asfaid :iamsuy 
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9:30am - Church School

9:30am - Worship Service 

Memoria l  Day

12:30pm - NA @ FH

9:30am -  Food Pantry First Day of LGBTQ+ Pride 

7:10pm - Worship/Music @ Zoom

4:30pm - Mission 

6:30pm - NA @ B

6:30pm - Bell Choir 

7:30pm - Choir Rehearsal @ 

7:30pm - NA @ FH

12:30pm - NA @ FH

9:30am - Church School

9:30am - Worship Service 

10:30am - Coffee Hour @ 

10:30am -  Congregational  

10:30am - Deacon's 

12:30pm - NA @ FH

7pm - Being Presbyterian 

9:30am -  Food Pantry 

6:30pm - NA @ FH

7:30pm - Transit ion Team 

7:30pm - Finance 6:30pm - Bell Choir 

7:30pm - Choir Rehearsal @ 

12:30pm - NA @ FH

6pm - Friday Night Friends 

First Presbyterian Church 

George and Barbara 

Happy bir thday!

9am - Food Pantry @ 

4pm - Wedding Rehearsal 

9:30am - Church School

9:30am - Instal lat ion of 

9:30am - Worship Service 

10:30am - Coffee Hour @ 

2pm - Wedding @ S

12:30pm - NA @ FH

7pm - Being Presbyterian 

Flag Day

9:30am -  Food Pantry 

6:30pm -  Outreach 

7pm - Concert @ Church 

7pm - Session @ Zoom 10am - GAPNS @ FH

5pm - GAPNS @ FH

6:30pm - Bell Choir 

7:30pm - Choir Rehearsal @ 

12pm - GAPNS @ FH

12:30pm - NA @ FH

5pm - GAPNS @ FH

Father's Day

Juneteenth

Tower Tie Articles Due

9:30am - Worship Service 

10:30am - Deacons Picnic 

Juneteenth (substitute)

12:30pm - NA @ FH

7pm - Being Presbyterian 

9:30am -  Food Pantry 

6:30pm - NA @ FH

6pm - Food Pantry @ FH

6:30pm - Bell Choir 

7:30pm - Choir Rehearsal @ 

12:30pm - NA @ FH 6:30pm - Piano Recital @ S

9:30am - Worship Service 

10:30am - Coffee Hour @ 

8:30am - GAPNS Camp @ 

12:30pm - NA @ FH

8:30am - GAPNS Camp @ 

9:30am -  Food Pantry 

6:30pm - NA @ FH

8:30am - GAPNS Camp @ 8:30am - GAPNS Camp @ 

6:30pm - Bell Choir 

7:30pm - Choir Rehearsal @ 

8:30am - GAPNS Camp @ 

12:30pm - NA @ FH

Sun M o n T u e W e d Thu Fr i S a t
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