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Husbands, love your wives as Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her . . .
(Ephesians 5:25)
I like driving alone. I spend a great deal of time driving around, and I don’t mind giving others a lift. But there
is a part of just being with yourself in your car that I like.
When you’re in the car alone, you can choose the music; you can crank that music as loud as you want to or you
can think through the day in silence; you can pull through the nearest Starbucks drive-thru without offering an
explanation. Driving solo means no one else to deal with; and, sometimes this feels very good.
But to make this a way of life is an affront to what God intended for us. A chronic indulgence of self is what
Jesus called “hardness of heart,” and he named it as the main reason that God’s plan for marriage is regarded by
so many as an unattainable ideal.
Hard-heartedness can be mean and uncaring. But most often it’s simply self-indulgent, leaving little room for
the other, sometimes resenting the demands others place on the “self.” A hard heart is the ever-present enemy
of family life, and marriage in particular.
And here’s where there is hope and good news for families, marriages, and relationships of all kinds. God
delights in changing hard hearts.
What frustrates us is the reality that this work is God’s and God’s alone. You cannot change the heart of your
spouse. You cannot do much to change your own heart. But God can. The union that “sticks” and triumphs
over the calloused heart is a union that God makes. It is “what God has joined together” (Mark 10:9).
The irritations of family life are red flags that point not to the flaws of those around us, but to the hardness of
our own hearts. The model for married life is sacrificial love (Ephesians 5:25). The cross shows us how to love
our spouse – but that’s not a kind of love that comes easily or naturally to us. We need help. That’s one of the
reasons why prayer belongs at the center of marriage. In marriage we’re trying to do something that we’re not
capable of doing on our own.
A hard heart shows itself in hundreds of little ways. Before you go pointing out symptoms in your spouse, look
for how this shows up in your own life. Pay attention today to your heart, and invite God to work in your heart
as only God can.
Here is a good one with which to start:

Merciful God, my heart is deceptive, allowing me to feel right and entitled, causing me to chafe at the
presence of others around me, even my own family. Forgive me and change my heart. As you work in my
heart, work in my home. Teach me to love those closest to me, especially my spouse, as you have loved me in
Jesus, in whose name I pray. Amen.
Pastor Kingsley
******************************************************************************************

ADVENT – A SEASON OF PREPARATION
We are now well on our way in this Advent season looking forward to the coming of the
Messiah to Earth as incarnated in Jesus the Christ. As we prepare our hearts inwardly, we also
place symbols of preparation in the sanctuary as visual reminders of the season. Each Sunday
we light a different candle on the Advent Wreath and sing our hymn of preparation for that
Sunday. The sanctuary is swathed in greenery, the tree goes up, and our music helps us to focus
on the first coming of Jesus. It is a beautiful time of year.
On Advent I, November 29, the choir sang Advent Celebration with the repeated refrain, “Jesus is coming,
Jesus is coming, prepare the way!”
On Advent II, December 6, the choir is debuting a new Advent anthem, Blessed Is the Lord (Benedictus). It is
a hauntingly beautiful piece presenting Advent themes with the recurring, “Benedictus, benedictus, welcome
His Incarnate Word.” It is music that remains in your heart and continues to resonate.
On Advent III, December 13, the Chancel Choir will be singing A Christmas Carol Gallery, a sumptuous
musical tapestry of four beloved carols in choral setting: “The Snow Lay on the Ground,” “See Amid the
Winter’s Snow,” “The Birthday of a King,” and ending with “O Holy Night.” It will be a beautiful transition
from Advent into the Christmas season.
Advent IV, December 20, gives us the opportunity to hear from our young disciples as they
present their perspective on the Christmas story as expressed this year in a beloved cartoon
character full of wisdom, A Charlie Brown Christmas! It promises to be a fun time with
themes to benefit us all at this time of year.
On Christmas Eve, December 24, we are presenting our annual Candlelight Service of
Lessons and Carols. The luminaries will be lit lining the path and leading worshippers to the church doors; it is
always a magical sight. And our singing “Silent Night” at the end of the service with all the candles lit and held
aloft is always a very moving and emotional experience.

During this Advent season, let us come and prepare our hearts with prayer and longing for
the coming of the Messiah. In the midst of the holiday preparations, may we each take time
to be quiet and reflect on the true nature of what is taking place -- we are preparing for the
birth of a child. It is a season of hope, joy, peace and love. Let us feel those themes in our
hearts as each week passes leading up to Christmas Eve’s celebration of the birth of Jesus,
our Savior.

Robert Clooney
Director of Ministry of Music

PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY NEWS

Barbara Hankins outdid herself this month; she made sure that the Tucker and Reynolds family, daughters and
wife, were all given shawls when the family suffered a loss. She also made sure that Josephine Bartley, a
devoted member of the Shawl Ministry, received one as well with the loss of her wonderful sister. Thank you,
Barbara for filling the need so quickly.
Maureen and Bob Johnson wanted the ministry to know that they were grateful for the gift as Bob works hard to
get his health restored. From personal experience, the hug is a great gift when you find yourself in this situation.
Thinking and praying for the Johnsons, that 2016 find you in much better health.
Orra’s daughter, Sandra Wood, passed on another shawl to a friend in Connecticut who is going through a tough
medical time. The following was received: “To the Prayer Shawl Ministry - Thank you so much for the
beautiful purple prayer shawl. It will certainly be treasured and well used during my cancer treatment. Thank
you again, Wendy Ward, Seymour, Connecticut. We hope Wendy, too, gets her health restored.
Felicia Van Doran sent me an email that she got a shawl from the church for a friend and was so pleased to be
able to help someone as well. That is the reason we keep some at the church, for those who feel the need to hug
someone who needs some cheering.
(A reminder to all those who crochet -- there are skeins of yarn for the taking for your projects in the Narthex
and in the shawl room.)
A Blessed Christmas to all!
Wendy Paffenroth – Shawl Secretary
*****************************************************************************************

From the Christian Ed. Committee…
This year we will have 50 tags on the Giving Tree in the Narthex. Please consider taking one or two with you
when you Christmas shop.
The child's name, age and sometimes sizes will be listed on the tags and, as always, what they would like for
Christmas.
It feels really good to do this for someone else, and as you shop think of what their reaction will be on
Christmas morning when they open their gift.
You might also toss in socks, a Uno game, a pair of mittens or a puzzle. Even pens or washable markers are
good for homework and school projects. Ladies of our church also knit hats all year for these kids.
The Christmas Pageant will be December 20 this year. Please come and cheer on our participants. It'll be
great! We will be putting up posters about our Sunday School Christmas project; watch for them!
Have a lovely, spiritual Christmas and let's look forward to a better New Year.
Sincerely,
BA Long

PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN’S ASSOCIATION
The November meeting started on a somber note as we remembered our friend, Myrna Tucker. Myrna always
contributed something important to our monthly meetings, and we half expected the door to open and for her to
come through. We are so glad that so many of us were in attendance at the Honoree Luncheon where she was
one of our great ladies celebrated, only a month before. We will not mourn her, but we will celebrate her
wonderful life and we will try to live by the example she showed us. In honor of Myrna we offer this:

MY HEART
My heart feels empty now that you are gone,
My heart is full with the good times we had.
My heart is empty thinking of the things we should have done,
My heart is full recalling the special moments we shared.
My heart is empty wishing there had been more,
My heart is overflowing with the hours we spent with each other.
My heart is empty because our time felt short,
My heart is full because we had more time than many.
My heart is empty for wanting more,
My heart is full with thoughts of you.
My heart is empty because I can’t turn back the clock,
My heart is full thinking of all you gave me.
My heart is empty because I am selfish and miss you now,
My heart will always remain full because you are always in it.
Each time I see something wonderful in God’s world I will—
Remember how blessed I was that He put us together.
Our hearts were meant to be joined in love.
Thank you God for letting our paths mingle for a while.
AMEN

Thank you to all the ladies who helped on the few funerals receptions that were held in the past month. You are
a blessing.
We discussed the Holiday Fair and decided to hand out the “free” plates again this year. Sharlene Bischof
showed us her finished afghan for which we will sell raffle tickets the same day with the money going to the
restoration of the Tiffany Windows. There was also a discussion on the Christmas gifts going out.
Thank you also in advance to all who made soup and chili or baked for the Holiday Fair.
Our next meeting is December 6 at 7 p.m. (or as soon as many arrive) in the parlor. Please come and help us
decide about the holiday gift bags for those members of the church who cannot come to services with us. Your
help is needed and welcomed.
Newsletter Secretary,
Wendy Lee Paffenroth

*********************************************************************************************
Dear Pastor Kingsley and Congregation:
Back in the beginning of the year, David was lying outside the MRI Suite at Columbia/Presbyterian in NYC to
confirm that he had pancreatic cancer. While lying in that waiting area, a lady came over to talk to him, whose
daughter was the test before his. She told Dave that when he got back to his room to read Isaiah 41:10 and he
would be ok. We don’t know the name of this “angel,” but she helped us at the start at this year’s tough
journey and then you, my friends, picked up where she left off.
Eleven months later, after numerous trips to the hospital, many chemo treatments, a 7 hour serious surgery,
and side effects from the drugs (the list is endless), WE ARE “CANCER-FREE!” Through all of it, we tried to
keep life as normal as possible. We write this in appreciation to all of you who prayed for and with us, held our
hands, gave us a hug, sent a card, shared your cares and concerns, and uplifted us on some pretty dark days.
We are here, stronger than ever we hope, because of your help.
Seventeen days after the surgery, we did get wonderful news that our daughter and son-in-law gave us a
grandson. On March 27, David James Whitson was born in Tennessee, a miracle child as our daughter is also a
cancer survivor. The smiles on this little guy’s face have been a blessing to us as well. He sure knows how to
brighten grandpa’s days.
While the process of healing continues, (lots of scans, etc. in our future), we thank you for walking with us.
Your kindness was and is sincerely appreciated and you are each a blessing from God in our lives.
May your holidays be filled with joy and hope for a wonderful and healthy 2016!
With hugs,
David and Wendy Paffenroth
“Do not fear, for I am with you; Do not be dismayed, for I am your God, I will strengthen you and help you; I
will uphold you with my righteous right hand.”
Isaiah 41:10

TEEN VOICES
Meets the 1st and 3rd Sundays of each month at 9:30 am
in
Teen/High School Meeting Room

(Just follow the signs)

We will be meeting December 6th and 20th

TEEN VOICES in Action
Will be participating in the December 18th dinner
of the

WARWICK COMMUNITY KITCHEN
Started by Victoria Garloch in November 2011 as a Girl Scout Gold
Award Project, the Warwick Community Kitchen serves monthly hot
meals to families or individuals in need of a meal or in need of
fellowship with their neighbors.
The dinners are held from 5-7pm at the former
Pine Island Elementary School.
TEEN VOICES will be meeting at FPC after school (exact time still to
be determined) and heading over to Pine Island together.
More info to follow via texts & emails.

STEWARDSHIP
___________________________________________________________________
Dear Fellow Stewards,
For this month’s Tower Tie, the emphasis I would like to take in this stewardship year is the long-term financial
outlook for the First Presbyterian Church in Goshen. We are all aware of the day-to-day and month-to-month
needs of our church. I know that you will prayerfully contemplate your commitment. This is a follow-up in the
fall campaign for the 2016 commitment year. Commitment cards were sent out in October 2015 and I hope you
will return them in as timely a fashion as you all did last year. Your church needs your continued commitment.
However, the numbers so far this year (2015) are starting out on a discouraging note. We are falling short in the
categories of the numbers of financial returns and the proportion of those returns.
As an engineer who cuts all of the meat on my plate before starting to eat, I would like to slice a few numbers
for you as follows:
Church member families (total)*

178

Church member families who pledged offerings
in 2014 for 2015

69

Pledge returns from church member
families by November 15, 2015

46

*Total member families include 3 or 4 where the only member is a younger person.
Please take that extra moment to consider what the church means to you and return your 2016 financial pledge
cards by November 30, 2015.

Yours in Christ (Physical) Stewardship
William E. Eustance, Chair

********************************************************************************************
COFFEE HOUR HOSTS NEEDED

Coffee hour hosts are needed for December.… good opportunity to do
something fabulous for the holidays! Maybe even a cookie swap?
If you have any questions, please contact Robin Knoblock at 313-1319.

SHARE PAGE
If you have something you want to share - - a recipe, poem, prayer, or something that touched your
heart - - just email me by the 15th of the month, and we will try to get it into the next newsletter. Email
me at: wendypaffenroth@gmail.com. Thank you, Wendy Lee Paffenroth
This month we will share a Christmas cake recipe. It is a great morning cake while you sit around counting your
blessings on Christmas morning, and maybe opening a few gifts as well.

Christmas Morning Almond Cake
1 white or yellow box of cake mix
3 large eggs
1 can almond filling - 12.5 oz. (Solo brand)
½ cup of sour cream
Ginger ale – part of 1 can of soda (8-10 oz.)
1 tsp. vanilla
1 tsp. almond extract
Confectionary sugar or vanilla icing - optional
Ground almonds for the top - optional
Preheat the oven to 350 degrees.
Grease and flour a 10” tube pan or a Bundt pan.
In a bowl place 3 large eggs, sour cream & ½ can of soda. Beat until smooth. Add the almond filling and
the extracts then beat just until mixed in.
Add one box of cake mix. While mixing, start adding soda until you get a nice batter (you may not need it
all).
Bake for approximately 40 minutes until the top springs back when touched and is golden brown.
Remove from oven and cool one hour. Flip onto a pretty dish and let rest until cooled completely. Then
glaze with almond glaze.
Almond Glaze
1 cup confectioner’s sugar
2 tsp. milk
A drop of almond extract
Sprinkle ground almonds on top or just microwave some white frosting until pourable and put
over the top of the cake. Let dry.
Decorate with maraschino cherries for a festive effect.
Also a great cake to take to someone’s house you are visiting or a gift for the neighbors.

Have a wonderful and Blessed Holiday Season and a Happy Healthy New Year!

POINSETTIAS to adorn our Sanctuary
ORDERING DEADLINE DEC. 3
In honor of the birth of our Savior and in celebration of this glorious season, please consider helping us to
decorate our Sanctuary with beautiful red, white, pink, and marbled poinsettias. They will be placed in the
church for Sunday, December 20 and remain for the Christmas Eve candlelight service. One may take them
home after the Christmas Eve service.
Kindly consider ordering a plant in honor of or in memory of a special person(s) or loved ones, or simply to the
Glory of God and in celebration of Christ’s birth. THE DEADLINE FOR ORDERING IS THURSDAY,
DEC. 3. All orders must be accompanied with a check. Please complete the form below and submit with
your payment of $12.99 per plant made payable to the First Presbyterian Church in Goshen (put Poinsettias
in the memo) or call the Church Office (294-7991), Betty Lobb, 294-6344, Carolyn Keller 294-5508 or Carol
Gabella 342-4367.
Thank you for helping us honor Christmas with festive flowers!

Yes, I would like to order Christmas poinsettias for the Sanctuary as follows:
Quantity

Color

_______

Red

_______

White

_______

Pink

_______

Marbled

_______

Total @ $12.99 each = $_____________due

Please make checks payable to the First Presbyterian Church in Goshen (put Poinsettia in the memo) and place
in the offering plate or give to Betty, Carolyn, or Carol
Given by:________________________________________________
(Kindly PRINT as you would like it to appear in the bulletin.)
To the Glory of God and:
In memory of:____________________________________________
In honor of:______________________________________________
In celebration of:_________________________________________

To honor the birth of Jesus Christ:__________________________
Name:_____________________________ Phone:______________

THE SHOPRITE CARD FUNDRAISER IS ON GOING!
When you buy ShopRite gift cards through the church you can help fund
our mission trips. The church sells gift cards at full face value, and we
receive a 5% discount from ShopRite when the cards are purchased. If
you buy groceries at ShopRite, PLEASE purchase gift cards from the church. If you spend $100,
the mission fund will grow by $5. We all buy groceries so why not help fund our mission trip in
the process? See me on Sundays to purchase them or stop by the church office during the
week.
Any questions/please feel free to contact me.
Mark Glasse’ (845)325-4439 or mpglasse@optonline.net

LAST CHANCE TO PAY YOUR PER CAPITA ASSESSMENT FOR 2015
Every year, the Presbytery of the Hudson River charges every member church an assessment according to the
current active membership. Our recorded active membership is currently 345 and our assessment per member
(not per family) for 2015 is $31.00, which is a total of $10,695.00 to be taken from our operating budget. As of
August 31, 2015 $6,757.00 has been paid. Please assist with this expense and write a check for your family
assessment, if you haven’t already done so, and either mail it to the church or place it in the Sunday offering
plate. Thanks for doing your share.

Christmas Thoughts

author: anonymous

It’s sharing of your gifts, not the purchasing gifts.
It’s not wrapping presents, it’s being present,
And wrapping your arm around ones you love.
It’s not getting Christmas cards out on time,
It’s sending any card, anytime, at the right time.
It’s not having the biggest and best Christmas light display,
It’s the display of Christ’s light that comes from your heart.
It’s not Santa down the chimney, it’s Jesus coming down from heaven and giving us the
gift of eternal life.”

May you have a Blessed Christmas - The Board of Deacons

TIDBITS FROM THE TOWER
HAPPY DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS TO:
1

2
3
4
5
6
9
12
14

Roger Tuthill
Joy Kissane
Craig Benson
Greg Sitler
Erica Gati
Kari Taylor
Lisa Montalbano
Beryl Yungman
Bruce Crandall
Sadie Hankins
Rob Dickover
Elise Frederick
Jeanette McDowell
Ken Skyer

15
16
18
19
20
25

27

29
30

Rachael Quick
Linda Boardman
Barbara Thompson
Joe Pietropaolo
Nancy Leech
Jennifer Serkes
Wesley Sproul
Mal Stewart
Kayla Farley
Paul Gruber
Barbara Heiser
Geri Corey
Ethan Cox
Graham Glasse

HAPPY DECEMBER ANNIVERSARIES TO:
12
17
18
23
28
29

Logan and Rachael Quick
Robert and Rebecca Boardman
Bruce and Jean Crandall
Bill and Gina Gruber
Jon and Deb Hourahan
Tom and Jeanette McDowell
Greg and Deb Spencer

If you are also celebrating a special day, we wish you much happiness. If you would like your
birthday and/or anniversary included, please give your dates to Pat in the church office.

Please join us for the
Traditional Christmas Eve Candlelight Service of Lessons and Carols
December 24

7:00 PM

PRAYER CORNER
The following members or friends are going through a time in which they have asked for prayer by
the church. Please keep the following people in your prayers:
Vince Ahrens
Josephine Bartley and Family
Sarah Bohling
Mary Carr
Steve and Carol Coon
Suzanne DeBlock
David Dzierzek
Mary Lee Farris’ sister
Kate Goodspeed
Kevin and Sara Hankins
Bob and Maureen Johnson
Carolyn Keller’s father
Betty and Robert Lobb
Kelly Magee Thrush
Andy Marussich
Jeff Monroe
Richard Montalbano
Eileen Myslinski
Nick K.
Dave and Wendy Paffenroth
Tim Richardson
Bryan Scott and Family
Matt Skyer and Family
Jackson Spradlin
Jean Strong
Christopher Tucker
Cindy Vanderplatt
The Wade Family
Anne Wood’s brother-in-law
Sharon Worden

Lori Baird
Ed Berry
Susie Bohling
Jean Chang
Bruce and Jean Crandall
Joe Destefano
Everyone serving in the Military
Ben Fisher
Dorothy Gott
Carol Hoffman
Susan Johnson
Laura and Tom Kennedy
James Magee
Gavin Martin
The McCloud Family
Joseph Montalbano
Jude Monteleone
Richard Nash
Amy (Thompson) Nguyen
Velma Peters
Tom Sawyer
Dorothy Sevcik
The Smith Family
Peggy Srirach
Jean Stukey
Butch Turley
Kenya VanZandt
Doris Weinberger
Sandra Wood
Phyla Wright

Rosa B.
Ann (Strong) Blake
Aryanna Brahs
Sharon Conlon
David Crandall
Sally Dorritie
Evie and Family
Norm and Sharon Frelinger
Barbara and George Hankins
Bill Howell
Rosemary Joy
Jeff Knox
Andre and Tameka McGill
Riley Martin
Evelyn Mercado
Lisa Montalbano
Jean Musgrave
Nina and Jason
Alice Paffenroth
Rachel Reeves
Fred Schwarz
Sandy Shores
David Paul Spradlin
Elmer Stevens
Suzanne Thomas
Kim Valentini and Family
Rebecca Vives
Jo Wolfe
Orra Wood
Vicki Yost

(If you or someone you know would like to be on this list or if you would like to take a name off the list,
please call the church office and the name(s) will be included/omitted next month.)

Maney-Hawkins Meditation Garden
DECEMBER UPDATE
__________________________________________________________________________________________

Memorial Pavers
To order a memorial paver to honor or remember a loved one, please see Pat in the church office.
The cost of each paver is only $100.

11 Niches Remain for Purchase in the Memorial Columbarium
Each niche allows for double or single interment with four purchase options:
Payment in Full = $2,500
12-Month Payment Option = $250 / month for 12 months ($3,000)
24-Month Payment Option = $130 / month for 24 months ($3,120)
36-Month Payment Option = $ 90 / month for 36 months ($3,240)

______________________________________________________________________________

“Stewards of Our Garden”
Thank you to our dedicated Stewards for keeping the garden neat!
The DECEMBER and early JANUARY Steward’s Schedule:
Bill Eustance, Jen & Gregg Piller:
Beryl Yungman and Karen Bende:
Barbara and George Hankins:

December 1 – December 15
December 16 –December 31
January 1 – January 15

It takes only a few minutes of your time to pick up any litter, pull a weed, or sweep a few pavers clean, and you
can help keep our garden beautiful! Contact Pat in the church office to sign up.

Call the church office (845-294-7991), Rev. Kingsley, or Wayne George (914-213-4093)
For any information you may need about The Maney-Hawkins Meditation Garden.

OUR MISSION STATEMENT
Confessing Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior, guided and empowered by
the Holy Spirit, we shall seek to use our gifts through worship, ministry,
and mission, to gather the Church in from the world, to continue to nurture
one another, to serve a world still broken, and to exemplify through common
values and purposes Christian discipleship to the greater glory of God.

BOARD OF ELDERS
Class of 2016
Cliff Bartley
Geri Corey
John Redman
Tom Sawyer
Mal Stewart
Jo Wolfe

Class of 2017
Robert Johnson
Robin Knoblock
Karen Magee
Anne Tuthill
Grover vonPentz
Rob Warner

Class of 2018
Kathleen Alevras
Mark Glasse
Bill Hodges
Elizabeth Long
Scott Roper
Orra Wood

Clerk of Session: Sue Varden

Class of 2016
Wendy Donohue
Bill Eustance
Carol Gabella
Gina Gruber
John Gruber
Carolyn Keller
Lisa Montalbano
Co-Moderators of Deacons:
Presbyterian Women:

Class of 2017
Diana Bowe
Diane Church
Lori Kilmer
Mary Kingsley
Charlie vonPentz
Nancy Warner
Cheryl Zis

Class of 2018
Lori Baird
Laura Colacci
Paty Glasse
Tina McCloud
Gregg Piller
Jenn Piller
Hannah Warner

Carolyn Keller and Carol Gabella

STAFF
Robert Clooney, Director of the Ministry of Music
Pat Schwetje, Church Secretary
Kim Hoernig, Church Treasurer
Richard Paulus, Financial Secretary
Anne Wood, CLP – Mission Pastor to Sullivan County

